
 
17 COIMBRA X ANOZERO 

 

International Foundation Manifesta    
Sarphatistraat 470       
1018 GW Amsterdam      
The Netherlands 

15th of September 2026 

First activities take place for Manifesta 17 Coimbra x Anozero 

Ahead of the establishment of the official association Manifesta 17 Coimbra x 
Anozero international members of the Manifesta team and the Supervisory Board of 
the International Foundation Manifesta joined the Anozero team in Coimbra for 
three days of introductory events and workshops. The programme focused on 
introducing the research-based pre-biennial process, the development of an urban 
study and the participatory process that underpin the biennial. 

Manifesta, the European Nomadic Biennial, was invited to Coimbra, Portugal by the 
Municipality of Coimbra and the University of Coimbra to create a collaborative 
edition with the city's local biennial, Anozero, organised by Círculo de Artes 
Plásticas de Coimbra. This collaborative edition will open in 2028, taking as its 
departure points the urban, civic, cultural and ecological development of one of the 
key and historic streets in Coimbra, Rua da Sofia and Coimbra's downtown area. 

Over the course of the three days, the delegation met with key figures from 
Coimbra's cultural and artistic community — spanning the performing arts, music 
and visual arts — working both in the city and across the wider region, as well as 
with architectural experts focused on the history and development of Rua da Sofia 
and the downtown area. The visit also included the first of many Expectation 
Workshops, held together with the University of Coimbra and faculty members 
from, among others, the arts, architecture, social sciences and economics 
departments. The Expectation Workshop — a participatory process implemented in 
every edition of the biennial, bringing together academic, cultural and 
administrative specialists — explored the economic, social and architectural 
histories of Rua da Sofia and the downtown area, together with their future 
potential. In addition, the meetings with cultural and academic representatives, the 
delegation met with the Mayor of Coimbra, Ana Abrunhosa and her team to talk 
about the establishment of the association, its framework and mission. 

The delegation included Emilia van Lynden, General Director of the International 
Foundation Manifesta; Caroline Stanners, Head of Business; Ton Tuinier, member of 
the Fiscal Council of Manifesta 17 Coimbra; and Kathleen Ferrier, member of the 
Supervisory Board of the International Foundation Manifesta and Chair of the 
Netherlands National Commission for UNESCO. 

These three days mark a new stage in a process that began with the official 
presentation of Manifesta 17 Coimbra x Anozero (title tbc) in 2025, and which will 
progressively develop through to 2028, involving institutions, cultural practitioners, 
researchers and communities across the city at different stages and in different 
formats. 

 
 


